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This is an appeal fromthe final rejection? of
claims 1, 2, 4, 6 through 9 and 11 t hrough 14.

The disclosed invention relates to control boards in a
copier, and to the transfer of data froman old control board to
a new control board via comunication controllers that are
provi ded on each of the individual control boards.

Claims 1 and 12 are the only independent clains on
appeal, and they read as foll ows:

1. A control apparatus for a photocopier, conprising:

a first control board including first control board
menory neans for storing various kinds of data necessary for
operati ons of the photocopier and including conmunication control
means having a uni que set of channels for interchanging control
data with sections of the photocopier which are to be controlled
by said first control board;

a second control board conprising second control board
nmenory neans;

power supply means for sinultaneously supplying power
to the first control board and to the second control board; and

transfer nmeans for transferring data stored in said
first control board nenory neans fromthe first control board via
at | east one of the channels of the unique set of channels of the
communi cation control nmeans to the second control board nenory
means of the second control board, wherein normal copy operation
cannot occur during transfer of data fromthe first control board
to the second control board via the transfer neans so that only

2 |t appears fromthe record that the Amendnent After Final
(paper nunmber 34) was not entered by the exam ner (paper nunber
37), and that the Reply Brief (paper nunber 35) was entered by
t he exam ner (paper nunber 40).
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one of the first control board and the second control board can
control the copier at any tine.

12. A photocopier, conprising:

a control apparatus conprising a first nmenory neans for
storing operating history data corresponding to at |east one of
an operating history and to an operating status of said
phot ocopi er, a second nenory means, communication controllers,
and a communi cation port having at |least a first unique
communi cati on channel for connecting said communi cation
controllers to various parts of said photocopier and for
controlling said various parts, and neans for sending said
operating history data stored in the first nenory neans to the
second menory neans, via said first unique conmunication channel;
and

wherein the comuni cati on port connects to a control
board conprising only one of the first nmenory neans and the
second menory neans.

The reference relied on by the exam ner is:

Federico et al. (Federico) 4,514, 846 Apr. 30, 1985

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6 through 9 and 11 through 14 stand
rejected under 35 U S.C. § 103 as bei ng unpat ent abl e over
Federi co.

Reference is nade to the briefs and the answer for the
respective positions of the appellant and the exam ner.

OPI NI ON

We have carefully considered the entire record before

us, and we wll reverse the obviousness rejection.

According to the exam ner (Answer, pages 3 and 4):
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Basically the appellant's invention
is directed to a photocopi er system
whi ch inpl enents control boards for
controlling the operation of the
phot ocopier. The spirit of the
invention lie [sic, lies] in the fact
that information stored in one control
board can be transferred to a second
control board via unique channel (s)
present in the system Wth respect to
this reference, there was such a nmulti-
control board systemin which data was
stored in the boards (eg., see col. 16
(line 9-et seq., and line 55-et seq.)).
Since a SPARE board was present, it was
i nherent that information fromone board
(eg., a faulty board) was noved or
copied into the SPARE such that the
SPARE coul d resune the functions of the
faulty board. [If this SPARE board was
to assunme the duties of the old board it
i nherently required all of the
information (eg., state and/or nmenory
i mage) of the prior board. Moreover,
since the SPARE was a SPARE it obviously
did not contain all the information
present in all of the boards and hence
data was required to be noved to the
SPARE. In other words, the SPARE
obviously did not contain all data of
all boards (such would require to [sic,
too] nmuch nenory and the SPARE only
repl ace [sic, replaces] one board at a
time, thus the other boards [sic,
board's] data in the SPARE are noot and
unneeded) .

We agree with appellant's argunment (Reply Brief, pages

10 and 11) that:

Federico et al's teaching of a
repl acenent of a control board by a
SPARE control board does not disclose
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Thus,

the recited structure of claim1l in
which the first control board for
controlling various sections of the
phot ocopi er i ncludes comruni cati on
control neans having a uni que set of
channel s for interchanging control data
wi th sections of the photocopier in
conbination with transfer neans for
transferring data stored in said first
control board nenory neans fromthe
first control board via at |east one of
t he channel s of the unique set of
channel s of the communi cation control
means, to the second control board
menory neans of the second control board
and that only one of the first control
board and the second control board can
control the photocopier at any tine.
Therefore, any of the control boards of
Federico et al in conmbination with the
dedi cated control line 80 of Federico et

al do not correspond to the conbination
of the first control board and the
transfer nmeans of the present invention
(underlining in original).

depend therefromis reversed.

Claim12 is broader than claim1, but the exam ner

not proven that Federico would inherently include:

A phot ocopi er, conpri sing:

: communi cation controllers, and a
communi cation port having at |east a
first unique communication channel for
connecting said comrunication
controllers to various parts of said
phot ocopi er and for controlling said
various parts, and nmeans for sending
said operating history data stored in

5

t he obvi ousness rejection of claim1l and the clains that

has
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the first nenory neans to the second
menory neans, via said first unique
communi cati on channel; and

wherei n the comuni cation port
connects to a control board conprising
only one of the first nmenory means and
t he second nenory neans.
| nherency may not be established by probabilities or

possibilities. See In re Celrich, 666 F.2d 578, 581, 212 USPQ

323, 326 (CCPA 1981). The obviousness rejection of 12 and the
clainms that depend therefromis reversed because nothing in the
exam ner's reasoni ng denonstrates that the photocopier structure
of claim 12 would be inevitably present in Federico.
DECI SI ON
The decision of the examner rejecting clains 1, 2, 4,
6 through 9 and 11 through 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 is reversed.

REVERSED

JAMVES D. THOVAS
Adm ni strative Patent Judge

BOARD OF PATENT
KENNETH W HAI RSTON

Adm ni strative Patent Judge APPEALS AND
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